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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Li sting o fjCla jnvs: 

1. (Currently Amended) A suture separation and organization device for use in a 
graft tensioning system during joi nt repair surgery, comprising; 

bod y m e an s . com prised of a t least one body having n proximal side and a dis tal 
side, for providing a structure for the suture separation and org;ini/,atiori device; 

means for removably attaching said body means to a graft tensioning device; 

means, positioned on the proximal side of said body, for separating and 
organizing a plurality of suture slrands extending away from a bone tunnel in a desired 
spaeod-apart orientation when said body means is attached to a graft tensioning device 
during joint repair surgery; and 

a passageway or recess, disp o sed on either the dislal side of said body or between 
the proximal and dislal sides of in said body so as to be distal Iv offset relative to sa.ld 
means for separating flmd or ganizing a plurality of suture strands, m e ans through which 
au interference screw can he inserted during joint repair surgery* 

2. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 1, said 
body means comprising a first elongate body comprising a gripping head at one end and a 
chiseled end opposite said gripping head that facilitates insertion of said first elongate body 
between two or more sutuie slrands. 

3. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 2, said 
means for removably attaching said body means to a graft tensioning device comprising a 
plurality of attachment passages or recesses in said elongate body, each being sized and 
positioned so as to at least partially receive therein a corresponding post of a graft tensioning 
device, 
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5. (Original) A siilure reparation and organization device as defined in claim 2, said 
body means further comprising a second elongate body similar or identical to, but separate from, 
said first elongate body, said first and second elongate bodies, when used in tandem, being 
adapted to separate and organise four suture slrands or groups of sSuturc strands into four spaced- 
apart quadrants. 

0. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 5, said 
first and second elongate hodics each including a. recess that forms part of said passageway or 
recess in said body means through which an interference screw can be inserted during joint 
repair surgery. 

7. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 1, said 
body means comprising a body having a first surface that is oriented toward a graft tensioning 
device when in use and a second surface that is oriented toward a bone tunnel in a patient's leg 
when in use. 

K, (Currently Amended) A suture separation and organization device as defined in 
claim 7, said first surface of said body being substantially flat , said body having an e lliptical or 
el -lipsoktel-cross-seel iott . 

9. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 7, said 
means for removably attaching said body means to a graft tensioning device comprising a 
plurality of attachment passages or recesses in said body, each being sized and positioned so as 
to at least partially receive therein a corresponding post of a graft tensioning device. 

1 0. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 9, each 
of said attachment passages or recesses being defined by a respective hollow post guide 
extending laterally from said second surface of said body so as to maintain space between a 
patient's leg and .said second surface of said body when said suture separation and organization 
device is in use. 
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1 1 . (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 7 3 said 
means for separating and organizing a plurality of suture strands comprising a plurality of suture 
ivlcnlion recesses or protrusions disposed on a perimeter of said body and adapted to retain 
corresponding suture strands or group of suture strands extending away from a bone tunnel in 
said desired spaccd-nparl oriental ion. 

12. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 10, 
said means for separating and organizing a plurality of suture strands comprising four suture 
retention recesses or protrusions being positioned so as to separate and organize four suture 
strands or groups of suture strands into four spaccd-apart quadrants. 

1 3. (Original) A tensioning system for use in joint repair surgery, comprising: 
a suture separation and organization device according to claim 1 ; and 

a graft tensioning device configured so as to apply a desired tensile load to one or 
more soft tissue grafts emerging from a bone tunnel in a patient's limb and attached to a 
plurality of suture strands the extend away from the bone tunnel 



PAGE 8/15 * RCVD AT 3/1412006 2:13:37 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVRiUSPTMFXRF-^V 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CS1D:8013281707 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-00 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



MAR-14-200'6 TUE i2M6 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



ApplicilioiiNo. IO/7Sfi,lhV> 
AmumuIujOIiI "A" ifatcJ March \A, 200fi 
Reply jo Oiftcc Aition nf Ikonnhor^ J, 20OS 

14. (CurreiUl^Amcndcd) A suture sepamtion^and organization device for use in a 



grail tensioning system, comprising: 

a body having a proximal si de and a distal side ; 

a plurality of attachment passages or recesses in the proximal side of said body, 
each being sized and positioned so as lo at least partially receive therein a corresponding 
post of a graft tensioning device; 

a plurality of sgncgd-a part suture retention recesses or protrusions disposed on a 
pennies the dist al side of said body and adapted to retain a plurality of t ensioned suture 
strands or groups of te nsio ned suture strands extending away from a bone tunnel in a 
desired spaced -apart orientation; and 

a passageway or recess in the proximal side o f said body means through which an 
interference screw can be inserted during joint repair surgery, 

15. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 14, 
said body comprising an elongate body having a gripping head at one end and a chiseled end 
opposite said gripping head that facilitates insertion of said elongate body between two or more 
suture strands. 

16. (Original) A suliire separation and organization device as defined in claim 14, 
said body having a first surface that is oriented toward a graft tensioning device when in use and 
a second surface that is oriented toward a bone tunnel in a patient's leg when in use. 

17. (Original) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 16, 
each of said atlachment passages or recesses being defined by a respective hollow post guide 
extending laterally from said second surface of said body so as to maintain space between a 
patient's leg and said second surface of said body when said suture separation and organization 
device is in use. 




18. (Cancelled) 



19. 



(Cancelled) 
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*20. (Currently Amended) A tensioning system for use in joint repair surgery, 
comprising: 

a suture .separation and organization device according to claim 14; and 

a erafl tensioning devic e configured so as to a pply a desi red tensile load to one or 

more soft t issue piafts cincrg ing from a bone tunnel in a patient' s limb and attached to a 

fiUlTQii^X -fltSU strand g th e extend away from the bone tunnel. 

21, (Cancelled) 

22, (Cancelled) 

23, (Cancelled) 

24, (Cancelled) 

25, (New) A suture separation and organization device configured to be attached to a 
tensioning device for applying a desired tensile load to one or more soft tissue grafts extending 
from a bono tunnel of a patient during joint repair surgery, the suture separation and organization 
device comprising: 

a body having a proximal side and a distal side; 

a first pair of suture retention recesses or protrusions disposed on a proximal side 
of said body and adapted to retain a first plurality of tensioned suture strands or groups of 
tensioned suture strands extending away from a bone tunnel in a desired spaced-apart 
orientation; 

a second pair of suture retention recesses or protrusions disposed on a distal side 
of said body and adapted to retain a second plurality of tensioned suture strands or groups 
of tensioned suture strands extending away from a bone tunnel in a desired spaced-apart 
orientation; and 

a passageway or recess, positioned between said proximal and distal sides of said 
body, through whidh an interference screw can be inserted during joint repair surgery. 
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2(>, (New) A suture separation and organisation device as in claim 25, each of die 
plurality of suture retention recesses or protrusions defining an opening having a widlh that is 
smaller than a width of ihc passageway or recess. 

27. (New) A suture separation and organization device as defined in claim 25, said 
mums for separating and organizing a plurality of suture strands comprising four suture retention 
recesses or protrusions being positioned so as to separate and organize four suture strands or 
groups of suture strands into four spaced-aparl quadrants. 

28. (New) A tensioning system for use in joint repair surgery, comprising: 
a suture separation and organization device according to claim 25; and 

a graft tensioning device configured so as to apply a desired tensile load to one or 
more soft tissue grafts emerging from a bone tunnel in a patient's limb and attached to a 
plurality of suture strands the extend away from the bone tunnel. 
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